
Epiphany m
eans “!

e m
anifestation or revealing of C

hrist as 
G

od.” !
e newborn child’s birth was not to rem

ain secret, but was to 
be revealed. O

therwise H
is com

ing would have been of no use. !
is is 

why the G
ospels during this season tell how C

hrist m
anifested H

im
-

self as Lord of all. It is the sam
e in today’s G

ospel. It tells of how the 
Lord Jesus shows that H

e is not an ordinary, but an extraordinary 
C

hild. First, H
e teaches the teachers. !

en, H
e tell H

is m
other, “I am

 
your son; but m

ore than that, I am
 the Son of M

y Father in heaven.” 
And so, with this G

ospel, O
ur Lord Jesus m

akes it known to M
ary 

and Joseph, and to us, that H
e is not only true m

an but also true 
G

od. (Blessed M
artin Luther) "

"

!
e Evangelist is speaking about your M

aker when he says: H
e 

was subject to them
; that is, Jesus was without doubt subject to M

ary 
and to Joseph. Be asham

ed, vain ashes that you are. G
od hum

bles 
H

im
self and do you exalt yourself? G

od becom
es subject to m

en, and 
will you, eager to lord it over m

en, place yourself above your M
aker? 

O
 that G

od would, when I think such thoughts, reprove and answer 
m

e as H
e did H

is apostle: G
et behind m

e, Satan: because you favor 
not the things that are of G

od. For when I desire to be forem
ost 

am
ong m

en, then I seek to push ahead of G
od. If you disdain, O

 
m

an, to follow the exam
ple of a M

an, perhaps you can hum
ble your-

self to at least im
itate your M

aker. If you cannot follow H
im

 
wherever H

e goes, at least follow
 in that H

e has com
e down to you. 

(St Bernard of C
lairvaux) "

"

Today’s G
ospel presents an exam

ple of the holy cross, showing us 
through what experiences those have to pass who are C

hristians, and 
how they ought to bear their sorrow. For he w

ho desires to be a 
C

hristian m
ust expect to help bear the cross. For O

ur Lord G
od can 

take from
 us our joy and com

fort and cause us the greatest sorrow 
with the very things that are our greatest joy. O

n the other hand, H
e 

can also give us the greatest delight in the things that terrify us the 

The Faith of O
ur Fathers

For the First Sunday after the Epiphany. !
ese excerpts are intended as m

editat-
ive pieces for the D

ay’s pericopes. !
ey have been edited and abridged for style, 

sense and space.
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m
ost. For it was the greatest joy of M

ary that she was the m
other of 

this child, but in today’s G
ospel H

e becam
e the cause of her greatest 

sorrow. !
us we are afraid of nothing m

ore than of sin and death, yet 
G

od can com
fort us. (Blessed M

artin Luther) "
"
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