
G
od and m

en proceed in contrary w
ays. People settle first on 

whatever is best, and afterward they deal with what is worse. G
od first 

gives the cross and affl
iction, then honor and blessedness. H

e does 
this is because we seek to preserve the sinful flesh, w

hich urges us to 
keep the Law by works and offer prom

ises great and sweet. But the 
result has a stale taste. And although the flesh is intoxicated w

ith great 
prom

ises, it does not feel its wretchedness, Yet when the w
ine is diges-

ted and the false prom
ises gone, the wretchedness appears. G

od, how
-

ever, terrifies the conscience, sets on m
iserable wine, in fact nothing 

but water. #
en H

e consoles us with the prom
ises of the G

ospel 
which endure forever. (Blessed M

artin Luther)  $
$

“#
ere is a real conflict for faith in today’s G

ospel. W
e should 

therefore pay close attention to what C
hrist’s m

other, M
ary, does, and 

also what she teaches us. For O
ur Lord’s words to her sound harsh. 

But she interprets everything in her heart in such a way that she does 
not even think of any wrath in H

im
, or anything that m

ight conflict 
with H

is goodness, but rem
ains firm

 in her conviction that H
e is 

good. M
ary will not allow this opinion to be taken from

 her by the 
rebuff she has suffered. She m

ight have been offended by what Jesus 
said to her. Instead, she continues to regard Jesus as good and gra-
cious.” (Blessed M

artin Luther)  $
$

#
e m

other renders service and takes the part of housekeeper: 
C

hrist honors the occasion by his personal presence, by a m
iracle and 

a gift. And all this is for the benefit of the groom
, the bride and the 

guests, as is the nature of love and its works. #
us C

hrist lures all 
hearts to him

self, to rely on him
 as ever ready to help, even in tem

-
poral things, and never willing to forsake any; so m

ust have suffi
cient, 

and no one can prevent it. But the exam
ple of faith is still m

ore won-
derful in this G

ospel. C
hrist waits to the very last m

om
ent w

hen the 
want is felt by all present, and there is no counsel or help left. #

is 
show

s the way of divine grace; it is not im
parted to one who still has 

enough, and has not yet found his need. For grace does not feed the 
full and satiated, but the hungry, as we have often said. W

hoever still 

The Faith of O
ur Fathers

For the Second Sunday after the Epiphany. #
ese excerpts are intended as m

edit-
ative pieces for the D

ay’s pericopes. #
ey have been edited and abridged for style, 

sense and space.
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deem
s him

self wise, strong, and pious, and finds som
ething good in 

him
self, and is not yet a poor, m

iserable, sick, sinner and fool, the 
sam

e that all who believe in him
 shall not suffer want, be it in spiritu-

al or tem
poral things; rather m

ust w
ater becom

e wine, and every 
creature turned into the thing his believer needs. H

e who believes 
cannot com

e to C
hrist the Lord, nor receive his grace. (Blessed M

ar-
tin Luther)  $
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