
THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT
If that were done, God would also richly bless us and give us

grace to train men by whom land and people might be improved. He
would also bless us with well-educated citizens, chaste and domestic
wives, who, afterward, would raise godly children and servants. Here
consider now what deadly harm you are doing if you are negligent
and fail on your part to bring up your children to usefulness and
piety. Consider how you bring upon yourself all sin and wrath, earn-
ing hell by your own children, even though you are otherwise pious
and holy. Because this matter is disregarded, God so fearfully pun-
ishes the world that there is no discipline, government, or peace. We
all complain about this but do not see that it is our fault. e way we
train children and subjects spoils them and makes them disobedient.
Let this be enough encouragement. To draw this out further belongs
to another time.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED – THE THIRD ARTICLE
Learn, then, to understand this article most clearly. You may be

asked, “What do you mean by the words I believe in the Holy Spirit?”

You can then answer, “I believe that the Holy Spirit makes me
holy, as His name implies.”

“But how does He accomplish this, or what are His method and
means to this end?”

Answer, “By the Christian Church, the forgiveness of sins, the re-
surrection of the body, and the life everlasting. For in the first place,
the Spirit has His own congregation in the world, which is the moth-
er that conceives and bears every Christian through God’s Word
[Galatians 4:26]. rough the Word He reveals and preaches, He illu-
mines and enkindles hearts, so that they understand, accept, cling to,
and persevere in the Word” [1 Corinthians 2:12].

Misericordias Domini
THE LORD’S PRAYER – THE SIXTH PETITION

To feel temptation is, therefore, a far different thing from con-
senting or yielding to it. We must all feel it, although not all in the
same way. Some feel it in a greater degree and more severely than oth-
ers. For example, the young suffer especially from the flesh. After-
ward, when they reach middle life and old age, they feel it from the
world. But others who are occupied with spiritual matters, that is,
strong Christians, feel it from the devil. Such feeling, as long as it is
against our will and we would rather be rid of it, can harm no one.
For if we did not feel it, it could not be called a temptation. But we
consent to it when we give it the reins and do not resist or pray
against it.
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