
!
e blind m

an sees m
ore than the disciples. !

e disciples could 
neither see nor understand why O

ur Lord had to suffer death on the 
cross. But the blind m

an understands O
ur Lord’s m

ission. H
e will-

ingly suffers death so that H
e m

ight freely give us H
is m

ercy. So the 
blind m

an begs for the Lord’s m
ercy. “Adm

ire with m
e the steadfast-

ness of this m
an’s confession—

how, although rebuked, he would not 
keep silent, he would not hold his peace, but cried out for the Lord’s 
m

ercy.” (Patriarch !
eophylactus)  #

#

!
e blind m

an could not see the Light of Truth, but in his soul 
he could feel H

is Presence, and with the desire of his heart he laid 
hold of w

hat his eye could not see. “W
hat is the m

eaning of all these 
people?” he asks. !

ey tell him
 that Jesus of N

azareth is passing by. O
 

wondrous event! H
e is told one thing, and cries out another. !

ey 
who could see m

ade answer from
 what w

as know
n by com

m
on re-

port, but the blind m
an m

akes known what he had learned from
 

Truth Itself. For he cries out: Jesus Son of D
avid, have m

ercy on m
e. 

(St. John C
hrysostom

)  #
#

In today’s G
ospel O

ur Lord pointedly tells H
is twelve disciples 

privately of H
is im

pending suffering. H
is words are sim

ilar to those 
which the angel addressed later to the wom

en at the tom
b on Easter: 

“Rem
em

ber how H
e spoke unto you when H

e w
as yet in G

alilee, say-
ing, !

e Son of m
an m

ust be delivered into the hands of sinful m
en, 

and be crucified, and the third day rise again.” !
is is the way with all 

of G
od’s w

ords and works; at first speaking, before they happen, 
people don’t com

prehend them
. For G

od’s W
ord speaks of things 

which hum
an reason cannot understand or conceive by itself. W

e 
should believe it, and we will in due tim

e find out that it is indeed 
true and then we will rightly understand it. (Blessed M

artin Luther) 
#

# The Faith of O
ur Fathers

For Q
uinquagesim

a. !
ese excerpts are intended as m

editative pieces for the 
D

ay’s pericopes. !
ey have been edited and abridged for style, sense and space.
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It was the heart and will of Jesus to suffer. Such will to suffer H
e 

reveals in today’s G
ospel. For H

e declares that H
e will go up to Jerus-

alem
 in order to be crucified. It is as if H

e said, “Behold, M
y heart, 

and see that I will endure M
y suffering freely and gladly in obedience 

to M
y Father’s w

ill. !
erefore, you m

ust not be afraid or terrified 
when you behold M

y sufferings. You m
ust not think that I bear them

 
unwillingly, or that I am

 com
pelled to endure them

, or that I am
 for-

saken, or that the Jews have power to do this to M
e.” It is such a won-

derful thing that the Son of M
an is crucified willingly and joyfully for 

our good. And when we see H
is heart and will in it, it gives us true 

com
fort, trust and joy in C

hrist. (Blessed M
artin Luther)  #
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