
W
hen the devil tem

pts m
e, m

y heart is com
forted and m

y faith is 
strengthened, because I know H

im
 who for m

y sake has overcom
e the 

devil, and that H
e com

es to m
e to be m

y help and m
y com

fort. !
us 

faith overcom
es the devil. !

erefore, first, G
od teaches m

e faith, that 
I m

ay know that for m
y sake C

hrist has overcom
e the devil. !

en, 
since, I now know that the devil has no power over m

e but is over-
com

e by faith, I m
ust be ready to be tem

pted. !
e purpose of this is 

that m
y faith m

ay be strengthened, and that m
y neighbor m

ay be giv-
en by exam

ple by m
y victory over tem

ptation, and m
ay be com

forted. 
(Blessed M

artin Luther)  "
"

W
hen is Jesus led into the wilderness to be tem

pted by the devil? 
After the D

escent of the H
oly Spirit. After the Voice speaking from

 
above had said: !

is is m
y beloved Son, in w

hom
 I am

 well pleased 
(M

t. Iii. 17). Since H
e did everything in order to teach us and 

suffered everything for the sam
e reason, so H

e also w
illed to be led by 

the Spirit into the desert to m
eet the devil in com

bat. !
erefore, no 

one should be shocked if H
e suffers even severer tem

ptations, as 
though som

ething strange had happened. Yet by H
is tem

ptations, we 
learn to stand firm

 and endure with fortitude what happens according 
to the ordinary rule of our life. (St. John C

hrysostom
)  "

"

Because of the evil will of the devil, we are caught in the snare of 
diabolical tyranny. In our m

isery, we dare not raise our eyes to heaven 
for m

ercy. W
here is the way of salvation? W

hat pardon is there for 
those who have broken the com

m
and of the Lord? !

ere is only the 
clem

ency of G
od—

H
is m

ercy and com
passion. So H

e sent H
is Son 

as our Savior and Redeem
er, who alone has power to free m

ankind 
from

 the grip of the devil. W
ith infinite kindness and goodness, the 

O
nly Begotten Son of the Father took upon H

im
self our likeness and 

was m
ade in all things as we are—

except sin—
so that through H

im
-

self H
e m

ight redeem
 us all, and bring us to G

od the Father, freed 
from

 all defilem
ent and stain. !

is is why H
e suffered hunger, and 

fasted. It was the beginning of our salvation. (St. C
yril of Alexandria) 

"
" The Faith of O

ur Fathers

For Invocavit. !
ese excerpts are intended as m

editative pieces for the D
ay’s 

pericopes. !
ey have been edited and abridged for style, sense and space.
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C
hrist has served and helped us by H

is fasting, hunger, tem
pta-

tion and victory. Also, w
hoever believes on C

hrist shall never suffer 
need, and tem

ptation shall never harm
 him

. Instead, we shall have 
enough in the m

idst of want and be safe in the m
idst of tem

ptation 
because the Lord trium

phed in our behalf. C
hrist’s fasting also en-

courages us to believe that, by H
is exam

ple, we can cheerfully suffer 
want and tem

ptation for the service of G
od and the good of our 

neighbor, like C
hrist did for us. !

erefore this G
ospel is sweet consol-

ation and power against the unbelief. It aw
akens and strengthens our 

conscience, that we m
ay not be anxious about the nourishm

ent of our 
bodies, but be assured that G

od can and will give us our daily bread. 
(Blessed M

artin Luther)  "
"
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