
W
e are all beggars before G

od. Lazarus is a beggar w
ho shows us 

how the repentant sinner truly appears before G
od—

in need of m
ercy 

with nothing to give. !
e rich m

an, however, shows us how we often 
are—

unm
indful of G

od and H
is W

ord, living only for ourselves. So 
the story warns us to live before G

od and m
an in hum

ility. At the 
sam

e tim
e, O

ur Lord rem
inds us that H

e sees and rem
em

bers the 
contrite, poor and needy and richly rewards them

 w
ith H

is gener-
ously and unlim

ited m
ercy.

People engage in pretense and say, “Serm
ons are old hat; but if 

som
eone rose from

 the dead, then people would believe.” In the sam
e 

vein, if the gospel were proclaim
ed by the high and m

ighty, like 
princes, kings, or rulers of the w

orld, or by angels from
 heaven, then 

people would believe. !
at’s easily said, but basically it’s of no count, 

for it is not the person of the preacher that m
akes the difference in 

bringing a m
an to faith but the W

ord of G
od. D

evout believers, 
therefore, need to cling to the truth of G

od’s W
ord as proclaim

ed in 
the church by faithful pastors. (Luther)  #

#

All believers are like poor Lazarus; and every believer is a true Laz-
arus, for he is of the sam

e faith, m
ind and w

ill, as Lazarus. For we all 
m

ust, like Lazarus, trust in G
od, surrender ourselves to him

 to work 
in us according to his own good pleasure, and be ready to serve all 
m

en. And although we all do not suffer from
 such sores and poverty, 

yet the sam
e m

ind and will m
ust be in us that were in Lazarus—

cheerfully to bear such things, wherever G
od wills it. Abraham

 had 
the m

ind and will to bear what Lazarus did. !
erefore he recognized 

Lazarus as one of his own and received him
 into his bosom

. (Blessed 
M

artin Luther)  #
#

All believers are like poor Lazarus; and every believer is a true Laz-
arus, for he is of the sam

e faith, m
ind and will, as Lazarus. And who-

ever w
ill not be a Lazarus, will surely have his portion with the rich 

glutton in the flam
es of hell. For we all m

ust like Lazarus trust in 
G

od, surrender ourselves to him
 to work in us according to his ow

n 
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good pleasure, and be ready to serve all m
en. And although we do not 

suffer from
 such sores and poverty, yet the sam

e m
ind and will should 

be in us that was in Lazarus—
cheerfully to bear our affl

ictions w
ith 

patience and trust, as the Lord wills. (Blessed M
artin Luther)  #

#

“You know the grace of our Lord Jesus C
hrist, that though H

e 
was rich, yet for your sakes H

e becam
e poor, that you through H

is 
poverty m

ight becom
e rich.” And so it is in the parable O

ur Lord tells 
in today’s G

ospel. Lazarus is praised and held up as a fine exam
ple, 

not because of his poverty, but because of his reliance on the rich 
grace and m

ercy of O
ur Lord. For you can be poor econom

ically, and 
still be quite rich spiritually; just as you can be poor econom

ically and 
be even poorer still in relation to our Lord.  (Blessed M

artin Luther)
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