Populus Zion

APOSTLES’ CREED — THE FIRST ARTICLE

...But for the learned and those who are somewhat advanced,
these three articles may all be expanded and divided into as many
parts as there are words. But now for young scholars let it suffice to
make the most necessary points, as we have said, that this article
refers to the Creation. We emphasize the words “Creator of heaven
and earth.” But what is the force of this, or what do you mean by
these words, “I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth?” Answer: “This is what I mean and believe, that I am
God’s creature [2 Corinthians 5:17]. I mean that He has given and
constantly preserves [Psalm 36:6] for me my body, soul, and life, my
members great and small, all my senses, reason, and understanding,
and so on. He gives me food and drink, clothing and support, wife
and children, domestic servants, house and home, and more. Besides,
He causes all created things to serve for the uses and necessities of life.
These include the sun, moon, and stars in the heavens, day and night,
air, fire, water, earth, and whatever it bears and produces. They in-
clude birds and fish, beasts, grain, and all kinds of produce [Psalm
104]. They also include whatever else there is for bodily and temporal
goods, like good government, peace, and security.” So we learn from
this article that none of us owns for himself, nor can preserve, his life
nor anything that is here listed or can be listed. This is true no matter
how small and unimportant a thing it might be. For all is included in
the word Creator.

Further, we also confess that God the Father has not only given us
all that we have and see before our eyes, but He daily preserves and
defends us against all evil and misfortune [Psalm 5:11]. He directs all
sorts of danger and disaster away from us. We confess that He does all
this out of pure love and goodness, without our merit, as a kind Fath-
er. He cares for us so that no evil falls upon us. But to speak more
about this belongs in the other two parts of this article, where we say,
“Father Almighty.”...

THE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR

... Again, look around you. See whether you are also in the
world, or if you do not know it, ask your neighbors about it. If you
are in the world, do not think that there will be lack of sins and
misery. Just begin to act as though you would be godly and cling to
the Gospel. See whether no one will become your enemy, and, fur-
thermore, do you harm, wrong, and violence, and likewise give you
cause for sin and vice. If you have not experienced this, then let the
Scriptures tell you about it, which everywhere give this praise and
testimony about the world.
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