Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

THE SECOND COMMANDMENT

This is also a blessed and useful habit and very effective against
the devil. He is ever around us and lies in wait to bring us into sin
and shame, disaster and trouble [2 Timothy 2:26]. But he hates to
hear God’s name and cannot remain long where it is spoken and
called upon from the heart. Indeed, many terrible and shocking dis-
asters would fall upon us if God did not preserve us by our calling
upon His name. I have tried it myself. I learned by experience that of-
ten sudden great suffering was immediately averted and removed by
calling on God. To confuse the devil, I say, we should always have this
holy name in our mouth, so that the devil may not be able to injure
us as he wishes.

Large Catechism 1.71-72; Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions: A Reader’s
Edition of the Book of Concord (St. Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing House,
20006).
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