The Sixteenth Sunday after Trini

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM

Therefore, every Christian has enough in Baptism to learn and to
do all his life. For he has always enough to do by believing firmly
what Baptism promises and brings: victory over death and the devil
[Romans 6:3-6], forgiveness of sin [Acts 2:38], God’s grace [Titus
3:5-6], the entire Christ, and the Holy Spirit with His gifts [1 Cor-
inthians 6:11]. In short, Baptism is so far beyond us that if timid
nature could realize this, it might well doubt whether it could be true.
Think about it. Imagine there was a doctor somewhere who under-
stood the art of saving people from death or, even though they died,
could restore them quickly to life so that they would afterward live
forever. Oh, how the world would pour in money like snow and rain.
No one could find access to him because of the throng of the rich!
But here in Baptism there is freely brought to everyone’s door such a
treasure and medicine that it utterly destroys death and preserves all
people alive.

We must think this way about Baptism and make it profitable for
ourselves. So when our sins and conscience oppress us, we strengthen
ourselves and take comfort and say, “Nevertheless, I am baptized.
And if I am baptized, it is promised to me that I shall be saved and
have eternal life, both in soul and body.” For that is the reason why
these two things are done in Baptism: the body—which can grasp
nothing but the water—is sprinkled and, in addition, the Word is
spoken for the soul to grasp. Now, since both, the water and the
Word, make one Baptism, therefore, body and soul must be saved
and live forever [1 Corinthians 15:53]. The soul lives through the
Word, which it believes, but the body lives because it is united with
the soul and also holds on through Baptism as it is able to grasp it.
We have, therefore, no greater jewel in body and soul. For by Baptism
we are made holy and are saved [1 Corinthians 6:11]. No other kind
of life, no work upon earth, can do this.

Let this be enough about Baptism’s nature, blessing, and use, for
it fulfills the present purpose.
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