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THE GREAT WORKS OF GOD

		  The Author’s Dedication	 5 
 
PART EIGHT (NUMBERS 1–36)

	 I.	� JESUS, the Spokesman of the heavenly Father, calls for His 
sheep to be counted, added up, and recorded by name, like 
a good and faithful shepherd (Num. 1:2).	 17

	 II.	� JESUS honors and increases the tribe of Judah above all 
others (Num. 1:26).	 20

	 III.	� JESUS is a Lover of order even in earthly and civic affairs, 
and a Friend of every restful heart that sits quietly in its 
calling (Num. 2).	 23

	 IV.	�� JESUS is the bright Morning-star and our Guidepost to 
eternal life, which is why His family was required to pitch 
camp toward the east and to march in front (Num. 2:3).	 25

	 V. 	� JESUS takes pleasure in dwelling among us and in 
watching and keeping every heart that clings to Him 
morning, evening, midnight, and noon (Num. 2:2).	 27

	 VI. 	� JESUS enters His priestly office as properly and regularly  
as Aaron and his sons entered theirs (Num. 3:1–6).	 29
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	 VII. 	� JESUS desires orderliness in the church of the New 
Testament as much as He did long ago in the Tent of 
Institution (Num. 3:7–8).	 30

	 VIII. 	� JESUS alone and none other qualifies as our High Priest 
(Num. 3:9–10).	 32

	 IX. 	� JESUS is depicted in the firstborn sons, of whom Jesus  
says, “They are Mine” (Num. 3:11–43).	 32

	 X.	� JESUS redeemed us for eternal life with the five weighty 
shekels of His five holy wounds (Num. 3:44–51).	 33

	 XI.	� JESUS is to be thirty years old when by Baptism He takes 
up the burden of His preaching office (Num. 4:1–3).	 35

	 XII.	� JESUS, our High Priest, alone enters the sanctuary of 
heaven and the heart of the heavenly Father and furnishes 
all that we need for a prosperous journey through the 
wilderness of this world into the promised land of eternal 
salvation  (Num. 4:4–49).	 37

	 XIII. 	� JESUS will take up lodging only in the heart and home  
of a clean, chaste man (Num. 5:1–4).	 40

	 XIV.	� JESUS is the perfect Ram of atonement, who is able, by  
His sin offering on the cross and His five holy wounds, to 
set our heart and conscience at ease (Num. 5:5–10).	 42

	 XV. 	� JESUS is a Lover of chastity and marital fidelity, a Searcher 
and Revealer of every secret, a Defender of innocence, and 
a jealous Bridegroom who can endure in His chosen bride 
neither an evil appearance nor evil deeds (Num. 5:11–31).	 44

	 XVI. 	� JESUS of Nazareth is plainly called in greek “Nazoraios”  
by Matthew (Matt. 2:23; Luke 18:37) and Pilate (John 19:19), 
that our heart might see that the Nazarite ordinance 
pointed to Him (Num. 6:1–21).	 47

	 XVII.	� JESUS, the source of every blessing, is beautifully depicted 
in the priest who must speak the Benediction  
(Num. 6:22–27).	 54
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	XVIII.	� JESUS is clearly identified in the words of the Benediction 
(Num. 6:24–26).	 58

	 XIX.	� JESUS gives the prince of Judah the highest place 
(Num. 7:12).	 63

	 XX.	� JESUS is depicted not only in the altar and the offerings 
burnt on it, but also in the mercy seat (Num. 7:89).	 69

	 XXI.	� JESUS is to be presented to men’s hearts in a clear and 
intelligible way while people are still alert and healthy  
and able to go to church (Num. 8:2).	 70

	 XXII. 	� JESUS will acknowledge all baptized, believing Christians 
and repentant hearts as His very own (Num. 8:7).	 72

	XXIII. 	� JESUS shall serve and give His life as a ransom for many 
(Matt. 20:28) when He is older than twenty-five and 
younger than fifty (Num. 8:24–25).	 75

	 XXIV.	� JESUS appoints a comforting After-Passover for all 
repentant hearts who acknowledge their uncleanness 
(Num. 9:11).	 77

	 XXV. 	� JESUS is the Israelites’ and all believing hearts’ Shepherd, 
Leader, Light, and Guidepost to life everlasting  
(Num. 9:15).	 81

	XXVI. 	� JESUS lifts Himself up with a cloud on His Ascension 
Day also, whereupon the apostles go throughout the 
world; likewise, He will lift Himself up again with His 
cloud on the Last Day, at which the great train of joy shall 
follow, when all believing hearts go into life everlasting 
(Num. 9:17).	 85

	XXVII. 	� JESUS desires both trumpets of silver, the teaching of Law 
and Gospel, to be maintained side by side in the office of 
preaching (Num. 10:2).	 86

	XXVIII. 	� JESUS makes His Church draw ever nearer to the promised 
land of eternal blessedness by the three days’ journey of 
true repentance in this life until they shall arise with joy on 
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the last day and depart the wilderness of this world  
for the place of which He said, “I will give it to you”  
(Num. 10:33).	 92

	XXIX. 	� JESUS scatters all His and our foes through His majestic 
ascension into heaven, yet He will come again to the 
multitude of the thousands of Israel and set us into eternal 
rest (Num. 10:35–36).	 97

	 XXX. 	� JESUS our Lord, together with His Father and the Holy 
Spirit, punishes the impatient, impassioned Israelites with 
fire (Num. 11:1–3).	 101

	XXXI. 	� JESUS, the precious Bread of heaven, desires simply to be 
undespised (Num. 11:4–6).	 105

	XXXII. 	� JESUS gave the gift of the Holy Spirit not only to the 
apostles in the New Testament, but also to the seventy 
elders in the days of Moses, as a trustworthy message that 
we may boldly seek this priceless Pentecost Gift from His 
faithful heart (Num. 11:25).	 106

	XXXIII. 	� JESUS, with His heavenly Father and Holy Spirit, is a 
truthful, wise, all-powerful, just, zealous, and yet gentle 
and merciful, Lord (Num. 11:31).	 113

	XXXIV. 	� JESUS hears how unbearable it is for Moses in his great 
affliction, rebukes Miriam’s arrogance, and receives her 
again into grace when she repents (Num. 12:2, 15).	 118

	XXXV. 	� JESUS spares repentant Aaron (Num. 12:11).	 124

	XXXVI. 	� JESUS speaks to Moses with His mouth, and Moses sees 
Him in His bodily shape (Num. 12:6, 8, 14).	 125

	XXXVII. 	� JESUS sets apart for Himself twelve chief men as apostles, 
just as Moses sets apart twelve spies (Num. 13:1–20).	 126

	XXXVIII. 	�JESUS lets Moses glimpse in Joshua the sweetness of His 
name (Num. 13:16).	 129

	XXXIX. 	� JESUS is the true succulent red Cluster of grapes,  
of the fullness of which we all receive; whoever despises it 
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must die; whoever loves it obtains eternal life  
(Num. 13:21—14:35).	 134

	 XL. 	� JESUS the Lord, our Mercy Seat, is not with the restless and 
impatient Israelites when they wish to take the promised 
land against God’s orders, so they are sorely struck down 
and defeated (Num. 14:36–45).	 149

	 XLI. 	� JESUS gave Himself to His Father as a burnt offering 
and sweet savor so that the souls of all men might have 
food and drink, white bread, oil, and wine in abundance 
(Num. 15:1–16).	 152

	 XLII. 	� JESUS wills that His resurrection not be forgotten 
(Num. 15:17–21).	 157

	 XLIII. 	� JESUS wills that all repentant hearts benefit from His 
offering, but that malicious and stubborn, willful sinners 
be utterly cut off (Num. 15:22–31).	 159

	 XLIV. 	� JESUS wills that the greedy, who care more for temporal 
than eternal things, be earnestly punished, just as He 
orders the insolent man gathering wood to be stoned 
(Num. 15:32–36).	 161

	 XLV. 	� JESUS also wears an outer garment from which we can 
have good thoughts and know His heart, even as He 
demands of the Israelites (Num. 15:37–41).	 164

	 XLVI. 	� JESUS is the sworn enemy of all rebellious, arrogant 
upstarts and disturbers of the peace, and the sure friend of 
humble, gentle hearts (Num. 16:1–40).	 166

	XLVII. 	� JESUS thrusts Himself between us and God’s wrath,  
and by His supplication rises as incense on the burning 
censer of the holy cross so that the plague is stayed  
(Num. 16:41–50).	 172

	XLVIII. 	� JESUS, with His green leaves, beautiful buds, and sweet 
almonds, is depicted in Aaron’s staff (Num. 17).	 175

	 XLIX. 	� JESUS alone has power to enter the most holy heart of His 
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Father in the sanctuary of heaven, to atone for us and to 
take away our sin (Num. 18).	 179

	 L. 	� JESUS redeems us with the redemption price of His five 
holy wounds  (Num. 18:16).	 182

	 LI. 	� JESUS can prepare a far better water of sprinkling and  
holy water than could the ashes of the burnt red heifer  
long ago (Num. 19:9).	 183

	 LII. 	� JESUS, the Rock of our salvation, produces the best water 
of consolation for our soul (Num. 20:1–8).	 189

	 LIII. 	� JESUS is the Angel who brought the Israelites out of Egypt 
(Num. 20:1–21).	 193

	 LIV. 	� JESUS, our High Priest, by His death brings us far greater 
benefit than Aaron does the Israelites and his sons  
(Num. 20:22–29).	 196

	 LV. 	� JESUS is the most precious Theriac, Mithridate, Panacea, 
and Poultice for our wounded conscience, as is very 
comfortingly depicted in the copper serpent of Moses  
(Num. 21:1–9).	 199

	 LVI. 	� JESUS is the bright Sun of righteousness (Mal. 4:2); 
whoever pitches his tent toward the rising of this Sun on 
the journey of his life is on the right path to the heavenly 
promised land (Num. 21:10–20).	 206

	 LVII. 	� JESUS is the pleasant Well which all evangelical preachers 
cause to flow with their staves of office, and at which all 
believing hearts gather, find water of consolation, and 
sing to the Lord God a beautiful hymn of thanksgiving 
(Num. 21:16–18).	 207

	 LVIII. 	� JESUS comforts us against the infernal Og, who wishes 
to prevent our entrance to everlasting life; he must be  
put to shame by us, no matter how great, fierce, and 
scheming he is (Num. 21:21–35).	 209

	 LIX. 	� JESUS, our Lord and God, will not give Balaam leave 
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to curse the Israelites, but only to do what He says 
(Num. 22:1–14).	 213

	 LX. 	� JESUS, the Angel of the Lord, walks very narrow ways in  
His Passion and wields the drawn sword of the holy 
cross, to turn from us the wrath of the infernal Balak and 
the curse of the Law, and to make us a clear path to the 
promised land of everlasting joy (Num. 22:15–41).	 219

	 LXI. 	� JESUS, our Lord and God, confronts Balaam and compels 
him to keep and speak what He puts in his mouth, and 
even to testify that no one can harm the Israelites nor  
have a blessed death outside their religion; thus the evil  
one must lose the first joust (Num. 23:1–5).	 224

	 LXII. 	� JESUS, the Lord our God and King, again thwarts Balaam’s 
counsels, and so constrains him that he must bless, and 
cannot revoke it (Num. 23:14–30).	 233

	 LXIII. 	� JESUS, the full Bucket of Israel from whence flows water  
of comfort for all believing hearts, the King higher than 
Agag and all that is mighty on earth (Num. 24:1–11).	 236

	 LXIV. 	� JESUS, the Star and Ruler out of Jacob, with His royal 
scepter (Num. 24:12–25).	 241

	 LXV. 	� JESUS has a champion’s zealous heart, like Phinehas;  
with the sharp spear of His holy cross He transfixes the 
infernal whoremonger; He reconciles us to God and  
dispels all the plagues that should have stricken us  
because of sin, and remains our Prince of Peace and 
Eternal Priest (Num. 25).	 245

	 LXVI. 	� JESUS also reckons and counts His sheep, and keeps as 
precise a record of His believing Christians as Eleazar the 
priest does of his Israelites (Num. 26).	 251

	LXVII.	� JESUS again keeps His kinsmen in the tribe of Judah as 
the most numerous, as a testimony that He will honor and 
increase all His kinsmen (Num. 26:22).	 255
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	LXVIII. 	� JESUS cares not only for godly males, but also for virtuous 
females, and is especially fond of godly virgins and 
forsaken orphans and the children of the godly; He never 
renounces them, but speaks on their behalf, even if no one 
in the world will spare a word for their benefit  
(Num. 27:1–11).	 256

	 LXIX. 	� JESUS warns Moses that his hour of death is near, and at 
the same time kindly comforts him, and in turn advises 
him how his office should be filled (Num. 27:12–23).	 261

	 LXX. 	� JESUS is the true Joshua and Shepherd of the Christian 
Church, who leads her out of the wilderness of all  
affliction and into the promised land of eternal bliss 
(Num. 27:17–23).	 266

	 LXXI. 	� JESUS CHRIST’S offering is the spiritual food and drink 
of every believing heart every day, morning and evening 
(Num. 28:1–8).	 268

 	LXXII. 	� JESUS, with His offering on the cross, is to be extolled 
every day, but especially every week, on days of rest and 
Sundays (Num. 28:9–15).	 269

	LXXIII.	� JESUS, with His merit, carries the light of every moon into 
our heart, and prepares the best paschal joy and Pentecost 
pleasure for His devoted Christians (Num. 28:16–31).	 270

	LXXIV.	� JESUS is proclaimed by the trumpets of John the Baptist 
and the testimony of all evangelical preachers to be our 
Atoner in His blood (Num. 29:1–11).	 272

	LXXV.	� JESUS truly reconciles us to His Father by His bloody 
sacrifice on the Feast of Atonement of Good Friday 
(Num. 29:1–11).	 273

	LXXVI.	� JESUS gives our hearts the best consolation when we 
remember that we have in this world no continuing city 
(Num. 29:12–34).	 274

	LXXVII.	� JESUS wishes to have all men partake of His bloody 
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offering for salvation, and to gather them to eternal life, 
provided they finish well, and worthily and blessedly 
conclude the seven days of life’s week (Num. 29:35–40).	 275

	LXXVIII.	� JESUS, the Witness and Friend of truth, has no pleasure 
in false lips that swear much and keep little; but as He did 
not break His vow (Gen. 3:15), though it cost Him life and 
limb, so also His Christians, as true people, are to perform 
their baptismal vow and all that they swear in their illness 
(Num. 30).	 277

	LXXIX.	� JESUS lets the Midianites and the foul villain Balaam run 
up a bill, yet a loan is not a gift: punishment follows all the 
more heavily (Num. 31:1–12).	 282

	LXXX.	� JESUS honors the virgin’s estate, since His mother Mary 
will also be a virgin, and He remains an eternal Friend of 
virginal virtue and hearts (Num. 31:13–18).	 287

	LXXXI.	� JESUS will not tolerate anyone in the camp of eternal 
blessedness unless he has first purified himself for the 
seven days of his whole life’s week by the three parts of 
true repentance, and purged himself by fire and water 
(Num. 31:19–47).	 288

	LXXXII.	� JESUS takes pleasure in thankful hearts  
(Num. 31:48–54). 	 290

	LXXXIII.	� JESUS, with His heavenly Father and the Holy Spirit, is the 
Lord to whom the Reubenites and Gadites and Moses so 
often refer in their speech (Num. 32).	 291

	LXXXIV.	� JESUS gives more than He promised when someone is 
simply faithful (Num. 32, cont.).	 298

	LXXXV.	� JESUS will grant the heart’s desire of those who are not  
lazy in their Christian life, but actively and confidently 
commit and devote themselves to every honorable thing 
(Num. 32, cont.).	 299

	LXXXVI.	� JESUS CHRIST’S friends must take many disagreeable, 
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difficult steps before they enter the promised land of 
everlasting blessedness; but thanks and praise be to God, in 
the final encampment it will be turned into blessed rest and 
joy (Num. 33:1–49).	 301

	LXXXVII.	�JESUS CHRIST’S friends are to avoid getting entangled 
with the ungodly and their wicked works  
(Num. 33:50–56).	 304

	LXXXVIII.	�JESUS marks the borders of His Fatherland, that we might 
know exactly where to seek and find Him  
(Num. 34:1–15).	 307

	LXXXIX.	� JESUS, our Joshua and Eleazar, prince and priest, divides 
the promised land of eternal life to us when we hear the 
teaching of our faithful evangelical preachers  
(Num. 34:16–29).	 309

	 XC.	� JESUS on His holy cross displays to our heart six 
comforting cities of refuge which we may enter in 
every tribulation, dwell safely within, and go out to life 
everlasting (Num. 35).	 310

	 XCI.	� JESUS, our High Priest, by His death procures for us a 
blessed exit from this life, and an entrance to the land of 
our heavenly inheritance (Num. 35:27–28).	 314

	 XCII.	� JESUS is our Goël Haddam, our Avenger of blood; He 
justly avenges our blood with His own blood, for He is  
our next of kin in blood and spirit (Num. 35:19–27).	 316

	 XCIII.	� JESUS dwells among us, for which reason we should 
revere Him and not willfully drive Him away from us 
(Num. 35:33–34).	 317

	 XCIV.	� JESUS, the Lord, desires the tribes to be unchanged, that 
above all the tribe of Judah, of which He would be born, 
may keep distinct; accordingly, as the Israelites are here 
made to maintain order, so all pious hearts are to walk 
gladly and willingly by His evangelical rule to the glory of 
Christ (Num. 36).	 318




